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Analysis of current categories of Persian carpet and presenting a new
model of classification based on carpet’s design and motif
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1. Master of Art in Carpet, Faculty of Applied Arts, University of Art, Tehran, Iran(Corresponding
Author)
2. Associated Professor, Faculty of Applied Arts, University of Art, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Persian carpet or Iranian rug, a heavy textile for decoration or home use, is one of the main
features of Iranian culture and art as well as one of the leading exports. Carpet is one of the
traditional Persian arts that its plenteous and varied designs express its historical background.
The motifs and colors of carpets were influenced by the climatic, cultural, and historical context
of each region. Due to the existence of different criteria in this diversity, different carpet’s
categories were presented from different perspectives. Accordingly, in this research, we 154
tried to find out a new framework of carpet classification based on the critical study on the
existing classifications in the design and motif of the Persian carpet. Our new recommended
classification was defined as a reliable framework, a readable, and visually perceivable. This
paper was conducted using the classification system based on the principles of theoretical logic
as research methodology. It was benefited from library and observational studies as the data
gathering method. After analyzes and studies, it was succeeded in offering a categorization titled
“Seven Face” (Haft Rokh) that was based on two axes of design and motif, such as: Moharramat
(Strips), Ghabi (Shape), Vagirei (pattern), Lechak Toranj (Medallion), Baghi (Garden), Mahrabi
(Prayer) and Afshan. The results of this critical analysis of the carpet classification indicated that
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the classification of “Seven Faces” system would be a comprehensive category. Seeks to express
a comprehensive and expandable classification of carpet in new designs.

Keywords: Persian carpet, classification, carpet categories, motif, design.
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1. Arthur,Dilley

2. Oriental rugs and carpets
3. Hosain, Ali

4. Oriental carpets

5. Geometric

6. Sterilized

7. Edwards, Arthur Cecil

8. R.P.J. Ford

9. Oriental carpets design
10. Universal Design

11. Floral design

12. Eric Snebner

13. Milanesi Enza

14. Hanglden, Armen

15. P.F.Stone

16. Longman (contemporary dictionary)
17. Design

18. McGraw-hill companies
19. Motif
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A 21- Dilley, Arthur Urbane. (1931). Oriental Rugs & carpet, the University of Michigan,
j Charles Scribner's son;
2 22-Ford, P.R.]J. (1981). Oriental carpets designs; A Guide to Traditional Motifs, Patterns and
—3"; Symbols, London, Thames and Hudson;
-—: 23- Heinemann, (1974), A Visual Dictionary of Art, London, Secker & Warburg;
j_,] 24- Hosain, Ali, (1956). oriental carpets, London, klinkhardt & biermann;
¥ 25- Lucie Smith, Edward, (2003), Art Terms, London, Thames & Hudson
y 26- Milanesi Enza, (1993). The Bulfinch guide to carpet, London, Little, Brown

27- Smyers, Bernard (Ed.), (1970), McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Art, New York, McGraw-Hill.
o 28- Stone, Peter F. (1997). The Oriental rug Lexicon, London, Thames and Hudson.
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