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The essence of “Snake” in Persian carpets
Looking at the Islamic worldview
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Abstract

One of the motifs thathas an abstract meaning and concept on the works of ancient civilizations
is the symbol of the snake in various forms, which has been displayed on Islamic carpets again
over the centuries. It is obvious that over time, with the change of cultures, religions, policies,
etc., according to it, the meaning and concept of symbols have changed and at any time, they
become meaningful according to their historical contexts. Thus, the symbol of the serpent, like
other symbols in different periods such as prehistory, history and Islam, has been repeatedly
manifested with different meanings; sometimes with a positive role and sometimes with a
negative role, as it appears in the prehistoric and Elamite period with a positive and divine role.
With the arrival of the Zoroastrian religion, it was portrayed with a negative role and in the
Mithraic religion, We are witnessing this process of semantic change until the Islamic period.
What is at stake in this study is that in Islam, as in the Christian and Jewish religions, the snake
is considered a negative being. So how can the use of this role in Islamic rugs and its adaptation
to Islamic religious beliefs be interpreted? Based on this, in this article, we have tried to study
and study the remnants of historical period, as well as classical Persian-Islamic texts and the
Holy Quran in an analytical-comparative way, in order to understand the meaning and concept
of snake symbol in carpets.

Keywords: carpet, snake, prehistoric, historical, Islamic thought.
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